he Pilot 3, designed

by Plymouth-based

Charles Broughton,

- _of Westport Marine,

8 is a craft that will appeal ta

§ estuary and inshore bass

| anglers looking to work:
tight in shallow areas. —

| The boat is designed to

be both easy to row and

to give maximum speed

| and fuel economy with
smaller-sized outboard
engines, With a length of
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t 6in-and a beam of just
under five leel, the Pilot
2-is designed for carrying
three crewmmen and can lake
outhoards up to 15hp.

A strong, simulated,
clinker-type hull is formed
from a chopped-strand matt
lay-up. Core matt material
is also placed between
the laminate to act like
a foam sandwich to give
improved rigidity. Bow
features include a small

which provide additional’

onboard security and also

add o the overall looks

of the boat. The safety

rails, though, are optional

extras, but well worth it.
The transom is formed

around a full-width seat

with spacious locker facility

underneath for the fuel tank

hinge-up anchor locker,

as well as a large storage
locker with enough room for
stowing loads of additional
gear - plus the locker top
acts as a comfy seat.

The deck is finished in a
non-stipple effect and also
carries neatly raised [oot
bars that you can brace your
[eet against when rowing
for maximum power effect,

In the middle of the boat
you will find a full-width

and further stowage of tackle
and equipment, This is neatly
divided into a short section

seat that's wide enough

“for comify seating for long

periods. This is also a handy
work base when making-up
rigs and sorting tackle with
only two of you onboard.
For a boat of this size, the
gunnels are nice and high
and give you a feeling of
security. There are rowlocks
fitted in the'middle gunnel
tops, but the rear gunnel tops
also carry additional, short,
stainless steel safety rails,

- on the starboard side, and a
long section to the port side
where the fuel goes, very
neat! There's a narrow splash
well at the back and the

- | FACT FILE

i STATISTICS
Length: 4.45m
Beam: 1.48m
Weight: 180kg (without enging)
Max load: 310kg
8 Categary: D Sheltered water, waves
to 0.5m height
Maximum outhoard size: 15hp

PRICE
Tha Westport Marine Pllot 3 boat:
retails for only £2.795 including WAT,
i and the full package with the Handa
BF10 outhoard and single wheel,

T

steel cleats for tying o

1t has to be said that the
overall finish is exceptional
throughoul. When you
jump aboard the boat it

| looks a class act, plus it

| feels strong underfoot.

I Nothing pives when you

| move around the deck and

everything feels solid.
Finished with a blue hull
and an off-white topside,
that's designed to minimise
sun and light reflection,
with black fendering,

{ this is a boat that turns

heads as she pas:

ses by.

i

swing-arm Brenderlup rolier trailer
netails for £5,025 including VAT, You
also have the option of using a launch
trolley instead of a trailer, which,

at around £200, would dramatically
decrease the overall package cost.

CONTACT

Charles Broughton,

Westport Marine, 7 Old Stables,
Crownhill Forg, Plymauth PL2 804,
Tel: 01752 772224,

E-mail: safes@westportmarine. co.lik
\Wehsite: www.westportmaning. co. uk
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This large storage locker,
situated on the bow, has
Ioads of room for extra gear,

PERFORMANCE
The Pilot 3 is deliberately
designed with a shallow
draught and slim width to
increase speed with smaller
motors, but remain a stable
craft. During the test we were
swapping places stern to

bow quite a few times, and it
remained very stable - that
said, she's not designed for
continual standing, more for
fishing when seated.

Fitted with a tiller steering
Honda 10hp, the boat will
take a 15hp il needed. With
the 10hp she really flies
along, so if you need to cover
some distance to reach vour
fishing grounds this is a
speedy boat for its size.

Underway the boat sits
rock steady with medium
power on. The bow stays
down, but raises just a little,
as you'd expect, as you put
full power on but you still
retain full forward vision.
With two aboard she rides
very well with a erewman up
at the bow.

The boat leans a little when
under power and turning
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On The Inside

nwiocks are fitted ta the
middle-gunnal tops on the
Pilot 3.

e

¥

in a tight circle due to her
deliberate design, but you
scon become used to this and
she remains very predictable
throughout all major
manoeuvring.

Punching forward into
small waves, the hull cut
through very cleanly and at
no time at all did any water
spray back inside the hull
and onto the occupants,
though the wind was only
light on the test day.

With the 10hp engine
and just the helmsman
onboard she achieved a
steady cruising speed of 12
knots, and flat out peaked
at a speedy 15 knots. Fuel
consumption would be
around 17 litres per hour. If
vou use a Shp motor on this
boat she'll still do 7 knots.
Stick a 15hp unit on the back
and the boat will really shift
up in to 20-knot-plus bracket.

You could also fit an
electric motor for use when
sneaking in to shallow bass
marks — just another option
to consider when looking at
craft of thisilk.

()

THINGS THAT I
WOULD CHANGE
I think some anglers
intending to anchor a lot
may choose to fit short
stainless-steel salety rails at
each side of the bow — just
for additional security
when working hard to
retrieve a resistant anchor
hold for instance.

Adding two more short
saflely rails the same as
those on the rear gunnels
would add further security
il you intend to have the
liids aboard, plus they will
add even more good looks
to an already stunning
looking cralt.

There is no T cleat on the
bow [or tying off, but this
is a small addition and easy
enough to fit.

Although the middle seat
was comfy and felt strong
enough to me, Charles
Broughton, the owner and
designer, told me that he
intends to strengthen the
seats a lhittle more. Sea
anglers tend to be big lads,
so | take his point!

hinge-up lacker.

The anchor is stowed in this

Tying off duties ara taken
care of by bwo stainless-
steel cleats,

A

CONCLUSION

he fishing de
ltered estuar

evening ma

flyv and plug castin
— this boat o

ad 5L

ach. Wit

FONE

ep up and ambush
withoutl them realising
¥ou are near to them

anglers with 35E
to spare and a load of
but will easily fish thr
boat is quick and
fromi mark to mar
pace with il

direct off the
ym a launch
You could nip home

and still sneak
hours fishing on
e ith the minimum
nd preparation.
also a joy to tow
nd a normal fami
ar, 5o could be
holidays Vo
These of you
sther boats of th
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